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The joining of a man and a woman as husband and wife is certainly one
of the peak experiences of life. It is a life-long commitment, to be
entered into thoughtfully and prayerfully.

You are contemplating such a commitment, and may have a number of
questions concerning marriage and the wedding service.

To help you with the answers to these questions, this guide has been

prepared. If there are any additional questions or further details you
desire, please ask.
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What about scheduling?

Scheduling of a wedding is done through our Pastor. A date should be
requested as far ahead as possible. Six months notice is required. All

plans for the wedding service must be made in consultation with our

Pastor.

Where should it be held?

A wedding should be a religious service of the church and should be
held in the church. Our Pastor will not conduct the service any where
except in the sanctuary.

When should it be?

A wedding may be held any date except Holy Days of the church, such
as Christmas, Holy Week, and Easter, and when it does not compete
with a regularly scheduled liturgy of the church.

Weddings must start at the appointed time. Support staff has agreed
to serve at the announced time and will not be expected to remain if
the wedding is more than ten minutes late.

Any additional sessions or time overages will incur an additional fee
(See Fee Schedule)

What music is allowed? Who will play?

Our Pastor and Music Director make all decisions
concerning the appropriateness of music. However, 7l
music is not required. A list of proposed music must be
submitted at least one month in advance. The use of
recorded or “canned” music is not permitted. The Music Director must
be contacted as soon as the wedding is scheduled. The Music Director
of our congregation will accompany the wedding, unless she agrees to
allow outside musicians. Prior approval for the use of outside musicians
is required. Soloists, instrumentalists, or choral groups must arrange to
rehearse with the Music Director prior to the service. Our Cantor is
available as a soloist, schedule permitting. Some sound equipment
currently in the Sanctuary may or may not be available. You are
responsible for any additional sound equipment and engineering.
Sound checks beyond the wedding rehearsal will incur an additional fee.




If you would like more information on our musicians and their
accolades, please visit our website at: www.goodshepherdtampa.org

When may photographs be taken?

The wedding service begins with the Apostolic Greeting and concludes
with the Benediction. No flash photographs may be taken during the
service itself. Any pictures desired may be posed after the ceremony.
No wedding party photographs may be taken before the service.
Available light pictures may be taken during the ceremony.

The photographer is not permitted in the chancel during the ceremony.
The photography dfter the service must be completed in 45 minutes.
At that time the church will be locked, and you will be required to
vacate the Sanctuary.

Can | video the wedding?

Yes, the taping of the wedding ceremony is permitted. The
videographer and/or photographer must consult with our Pastor 30
minutes prior to the wedding. The videographer is not permitted in the
chancel during the ceremony. The taping must not obstruct the view of
the wedding guests.

What flowers are appropriate?

Flowers are not required. Flower vases are recommended. Other
flowers and greens may be used. Flowers shall not be placed on the
altar. Flower orders should be placed directly with a florist. The florist
must make arrangements, through the Church Office, to obtain the altar
vases and schedule delivery and placement. Unless other arrangements
are made in advance, wedding flowers may be left in the church
following the wedding.

What about candles?
The altar candles will be lit. Additional candelabra, owned by the
church, may be used in the chancel.

Is an aisle runner allowed?

No. Aisle runners are not permitted under any circumstance.


http://www.goodshepherdtampa.org/

Is there somewhere to dress?

The bride and her attendants may use the
Hazel Carroll Room. Privacy and full
length mirrors are available. The groom
and his attendants may wait in the Alb
Room.

What about a Marriage License?

Florida law requires a marriage license. It
can be obtained from the County
Courthouse of any Florida County, and is valid anywhere in the state.
The license must be given to our Pastor at the rehearsal, or before the
ceremony if there is no rehearsal, before he is permitted to complete
the wedding. The license is signed by our Pastor, and two witnesses,
and returned to the county courthouse. The county then provides you
with your completed license.

What information does the church need?

The church will furnish an information form at the time the inquiry is
made about the wedding. It should be filled out as fully as possible as
part of an intake interview with the Pastor and given to him.

What do the Consultants do?

Our wedding consultants assists with the details at the wedding, such as
seeing that the church is open and lighted properly, arranging the
chancel if palms or additional candelabra are wanted, pinning flowers
on participants, guiding the procession, and assisting wherever needed
to enable the event to run smoothly. The Consultants are also available,
if desired, to assist in the planning. The consultants have authority over
the church when the Pastor is not present.

The Consultants must be contacted as soon as the wedding is
scheduled.

Use of the Consultants for additional sessions incur an additional fee.

Is there pre-marital counseling?

Our congregation requires premarital sessions with our Pastor prior to a
wedding. These conferences are arranged at the mutual convenience of



our Pastor and the couple. They deal with Christian interpretation of
marriage, an analysis of the problems and pitfalls of married life, a
survey of the wedding service, and other matters that may be deemed
appropriate to discuss. Additional conferences may be scheduled if our
Pastor or the couple feels it is necessary. The presiding minister will be
convinced that the proposed marriage is in accordance with the Word
of God, the order of the Church, and the Laws of Florida before he or
she is permitted to conduct the wedding service. Both partners should
be baptized Christians.

Appointments for pre-marital conferences must be kept with
promptness. Failure to do so may result in the cancellation of the
wedding. The couple MUST read and comply with this wedding guide
before the first session with the Pastor.

Is there a rehearsal?

Ordinarily a wedding rehearsal is held the day before the wedding. It
can be held another day. Or, at the discretion of the couple, with the
approval of the Pastor, it may be omitted.

Additional rehearsal times will incur an additional fee.

What services are allowed?

The Liturgy of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is used at
each wedding. The couple has many options to choose from including
which scriptures will be read, which vows are used, and if Holy
Communion will be celebrated.

May other Clergy participate?

Yes. Other Clergy are welcome to assist with the permission of the
Presiding Minister. If you desire a Clergy who is a former Pastor, family
friend, relative, or significant in any other way, that person may be
included. Our Pastor will designate division of the portions of the
ceremony.

Can receptions be held at the church?

Driscoll Hall may be used. All decorations shall be placed and removed
by the couple, their family, or friends. All boxes, wrappings, and litter



shall be removed and placed in our dumpster. If the use of the kitchen
is desired for receptions, the Reception Committee will supervise.
There are fees for both use of Driscoll Hall and the services of the
reception (when the kitchen is used), if neither participant is a member
of our congregation. Replacement costs will be expected for any
breakage or damage.

Other items:

Smoking is not permitted in the church or in Driscoll Hall.

9 Alcohol, beverages and food are not permitted anywhere on
the grounds.

i Please do not throw rice, birdseed or confetti in any of our
buildings.

9 Use of decorative scattered petals, etc. may be used with the
Coordinators’ approval.

Our Pastor may be invited to your rehearsal dinner and/or to your
reception if you wish. If an invitation is intended, it should be written
and given in advance. The Pastor may accept your invitation, if his
schedule permits.




Fee Schedule

Cost for current members* of our congregation:
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Use of buildings: no charge

Services of Pastor: no charge

Help of wedding Consultants: $200 in cash at the rehearsal

Use of Organist: $300 payable to her at the rehearsal.

Use of Soloist: $175 payable to him at the rehearsal.

Janitorial service: $100 in cash at the rehearsal.

Additional rehearsals, sound checks, or meetings will incur
additional fees to be determined by the Pastor or Administrator.

Cost for non-members:

T

=4 =4 -4 -4 8 9

Non-Refundable Deposit at time of booking: $300 payable to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Services of Pastor: $500 payable to him at the rehearsal.

Help of wedding Consultants: $200 in cash at the rehearsal
Use of organist: $300 payable to her at the rehearsal.

Use of Soloist: $175 payable to him at the rehearsal.

Janitorial service: $100 in cash at the rehearsal.

Use of Driscoll Hall for reception: $400 check payable to Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church at rehearsal.

Additional rehearsals, sound checks, or meetings will incur
additional fees to be determined by the Pastor or Administrator.

All fees must be paid in advance in cash or by check, unless otherwise
noted. Checks shall be made payable to the staff members listed below
and presented to the wedding consultant at the rehearsal.

The fee schedule is subject to change at any time.

*  Amember of our congregation is a person who is listed in the current Parish Register of our
congregation.

Staff:

Pastor:

Organist:
Administrator/ Cantor:
Wedding Consultants
Sexton

The Rev. John Stirewalt
Jennifer Quinones
Scott Ailing

Pat Zwick, Janet Jones
James Mims

May God Richly Bless Your Marriage!



